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Gohong village or "Lewu Gohong " in Dayak Ngaju is administratively located in the Kahayan Hilir 
Sub-District, Pulang Pisau District , Central Kalimantan Province . It is located along the Kahayan River 
and is accessible via car or other means of transportation from Palangkaraya, the capital city of 
Central Kalimantan province. The distance between both  is about 82 kilometers and it takes about 
two and a half hours to get there through the trans-Kalimantan road. 

Lewu Gohong is one of the oldest villages in the Kahayan River area and has long been inhabited by 
indigenous Dayak Ngaju, (Ngaju being the local Dayak language). There still are historical and sacred 
Dayak Ngaju ancestral sites in Lewu Gohong, such as the Kamantuhu Stone Lion and the Kaleka 
Runtah. 

The total area of Gohong Lewu expands to approximately 13 848 hectares and half of this area is 
covered with protected forests called Pukung Pahewan, but also with secondary forests, swamps and 
peat forests, shrubs and rivers. Gohong Lewu has a total population of 2,172 people. Their livelihoods 
greatly depend on the land, rivers and other natural resources as they generate their income from 
rice field farming, tapping rubber, cane and rattan plantations, animal husbandry and fishing. 

Land ownership and land rights in Lewu Gohong are still based on local traditions and customary law. 
For example: community rights over a peat forest area, natural delimitation of territory boundaries, 
names of places , family inheritance rights, land exchange system (nangkiri ) and liens (Sandak) as 
well as the system for buying and selling land property rights depend on customary law and local 
tradition. Regarding people’s use of land and forest, they still resort to mutual aid systems called 
handep and haruyung for cultivating land and clearing the river banks (Handil). Peat swamp forests 
and “handil” areas are controlled and used by the community altogether as women use the purun 
plants harvested to craft mats, for fishing and for transportation along the banks. 

 Gohong Lewu communities also have a social institution that deals with land management and land 
use as well as customs , such as :  
 1) Mantri,  a person in charge of watching over the land, customs and other social livelihood matters. 
2) The Head of Handil, in charge of managing the river basin  
3) The Village Forest Management Institute (LPHD) in charge of managing the village forest , which 
was recently recognized by the Ministry of Forestry . 

In 1995, the New Order government implemented a national Peatland Development Program (PLG). 
Millions of acres were dedicated to intensified agriculture in three districts, namely : Kapuas , Pulang 
Pisau and Barito . Approximately 80% of the peat forest was destroyed as PLG was not well 
monitored, timber concessions were managed legally and illegally and became a financial business, 
including in the peat forest areas surrounding Gohong. The PLG project had a very negative impact as 
it led to peat forest loss, peat forest fires, destruction of peat land and swamp ecosystems and 
therefore reduced the people's main livelihood. The PLG program was declared a failure and was 
ceased in 1999 through Presidential Decree n° 80 - 1999. 



Currently, there are more than 23 licensed palm oil plantation companies operating in the former 
location of the PLG project. One of them is PT. Graha Inti Jaya (GIJ), a subsidiary of the foreign group 
Julong Tianjin Co. Ltd. GIJ has been operating since 2007 with its extensive 12,100 ha concession. It is 
mainly located in the Manusup Village area (Kab. Kapuas), and plans to expand all the way to Lewu 
Gohong. Lewu Gohong Society and several nearby villages reject GIJ palm oil companies and have 
demanded fair compensation on the field of their being deprived of peat forest through the PLG and 
GIJ projects. 

In 2012, most of the forests remaining in Gohon and the three surrounding villages (Desa Kalawa , 
Mantaren One and Buntoi) within an area of 3,155 hectares were designated as Gohong Hutan Desa 
(Village Forest) by the Ministry of Forestry. (SK 587/Menhut-II/2012). Hutan Desa enables 
communities to have the right to manage the use of water resources as well as non-timber forest 
products as a source of local livelihoods. 

Gohong, Buntoi, Kalawa and Mantaren Satu villages, in the Kahayan Hilir district, were targeted as an 
Indonesian REDD+ pilot project area from 2010 until now. The government has therefore set up a 
special capacity building center, the Means of Communication on Climate Center (PSKI) in Buntoi 
Village, facilitating rubber farming trainings, business groups, and so on. 


